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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

RSVP Today for this awesome CLADD Experience for September – Fear Of Missing Out 

(FOMO): Stress, Priorities and Commitment with Tom Green  

 

FOMO is not just the sense that there might be better things 

that you could be doing at this moment, but it is the feeling 

that you are missing out on something fundamentally 

important that others are experiencing right now.  

Fortunately, steps can be taken to curb your FOMO if it is 

something you experience for yourself or in your ministry.  

Tom will help us encounter this topic and learn how to 

minimize the effect of FOMO in your life and ministry.   

Agendas are attached to this e-newsletter.  

 

 CLADD West will be held on September 17 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at St. Mary parish in 

Shenandoah.  Register by September 13.   

 CLADD East will be held on September 19 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm at St. John the Apostle 

parish in Norwalk.  Register by September 16.   

 

What Parish Ministry Gets Wrong About the Domestic Church by Dr. Greg Popcak 

courtesy of Our Sunday Visitor: 

 

Dr. Greg Popcak is the author of many 

books including, “Discovering God 

Together: The Catholic Guide to Raising 

Faithful Kids” (Sophia). 

 

According to Dynamic Catholic, about 7% 

of parishioners are responsible for over 80% 

of the dollars and volunteer hours that keep 

an average parish functioning. Sadly, this 

number appears to persist despite the 

number of excellent parish renewal 

programs on the market.  

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 
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Alpha-Catholic Context, Christ Renews His Parish, Why Catholic, ChristLife and a host of other 

ministries are doing excellent work helping Catholics have a more meaningful encounter with 

Christ and a deeper experience of their faith.  

 

Despite this, the percentage of parishioners contributing to overall vitality of the parish remains 

flat. More concerning, according to Pew Research, for every person who converts to 

Catholicism, six Catholics leave every year. That’s a higher loss rate than any other 

denomination. 

 

Of course there are a million factors contributing to these numbers, but at the recent Symposium 

for Catholic Family Life and Spirituality, a gathering of over 30 internationally-recognized social 

scientists, theologians and pastoral ministry professionals focused on renewing Catholic family 

life, a new factor was identified that, until this point, has been hidden in plain site: Virtually 

every parish renewal effort completely ignores the family. 

 

Finish this article at: https://www.osvnews.com/2019/09/05/what-parish-ministry-gets-wrong-

about-the-domestic-

church/?utm_campaign=OSV%20NewsNow%20091019%20B&utm_medium=email&utm_sour

ce=Eloqua 

 

Just one-third of U.S. Catholics agree with their church that Eucharist is body, blood of 

Christ according to the Pew Research: 

 

Transubstantiation – the idea that during 

Mass, the bread and wine used for 

Communion become the body and blood 

of Jesus Christ – is central to the Catholic 

faith. Indeed, the Catholic Church teaches 

that “the Eucharist is ‘the source and 

summit of the Christian life.’” 

 

But a new Pew Research Center survey 

finds that most self-described Catholics 

don’t believe this core teaching. In fact, 

nearly seven-in-ten Catholics (69%) say they personally believe that during Catholic Mass, the 

bread and wine used in Communion “are symbols of the body and blood of Jesus Christ.” Just 

one-third of U.S. Catholics (31%) say they believe that “during Catholic Mass, the bread and 

wine actually become the body and blood of Jesus.” 

 

To the read the rest of the article by Gregory A. Smith from the Pew Research Center follow this 

link: https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/08/05/transubstantiation-eucharist-u-s-

catholics/ 

 

Attached to this e-newsletter is a letter from David Spesia, Executive Director for the Secretariat 

of Evangelization & Catechesis with the USCCB.   
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Eucharistic theology is one area that all catechists need to be well formed in to accompany those 

we work with (adults, children and youth).  Please contact me at jgaffney@dmdiocese.org and 

we can work together to craft a workshop that strengthens your community.   

 

To this end, join Father Paul Turner on January 23 at Ss. Peter & Paul parish in Atlantic for a 

workshop on Eucharist and evangelization.   

 

NFCYM Upcoming Free Webinars on September 17 & 24 at 1:00 pm CDT: 

 

What can we do for our families? On September 17 at 1:00 pm CDT 

 

Parish, school and diocesan leaders alike continue to seek out best 

practices, programs and strategies that will engage and support 

parents and families to grow in faith because we know how 

critical the domestic church is to the life and vitality of the 

universal church.  Yet no program or strategy, however excellent 

in design, will yield the success we seek until we have done the 

critical examinations of our current models and delivery systems 

which may actually be blocking the path of full parent 

partnership that we are hoping to embrace.  The Strong Catholic 

Families Initiative, hosted in over 100 dioceses and parishes over 

the past 10 years ago, has just completed its fourth revision and is 

excited to bring you the latest information and processes that can be utilized at the local level to 

help parishes more successfully accompany and partner with parents to bring home the faith. 

 

Strong Catholic Families is a collaborative effort by four national Catholic organizations to help 

church leaders envision how the Catholic Church can more effectively accompany parents in 

growing their domestic church.  Developed by NFCYM in 2005, the Strong Catholic Families 

National Initiative is presented in partnership with the National Conference for Catechetical 

Leadership (NCCL), the National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers (NACFLM) and 

the National Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) who together offer a series of diocesan 

and parish level trainings, presentations, and online and print resources in English and Spanish 

designed to partner with parents to help bring home the faith. 

 

To register for this free webinar, follow this link 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1549079243345512973  

 

The Parish Good Samaritan (and other duties assigned by the pastor) with Mike Patin on 

September 24 at 1:00 CDT: 

 

Slashed budgets and staffs, church/school closings, a misunderstood job, odd schedules, 

multiple, unclear and competing expectations.  Sound familiar?  What else could be added?  This 

webinar will focus on our ministerial realities and Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan.  Be 

prepared to see both with new eyes. 

 

mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1549079243345512973


Mike Patin—the “Engagin’ Cajun”- uses energy, humor and 

stories to remind people of God's presence among us while 

inviting others (and himself) to take the "next step" in our 

journey with God.  Mike has worked in ministry settings since 

1984, first as a high school teacher and coach, and then in 

diocesan ministry for the Archdiocese of New Orleans.  Since 

2003, he has worked full time as a speaker and “faith 

horticulturist.”  Throughout his ministry, Mike Patin has been 

privileged to speak to groups ranging from 10 to 23,000 in over 

130 dioceses in the U.S. and Canada. 

 

To register for this free webinar, follow this link: 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4062777224803608333 

 

Catechetical Sunday is this weekend.  You and your catechetical team have been prayed 

for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning on June 3 we prayed a Rosary for each parish catechetical team each day.  That is 81 

parishes, Dowling Catholic High School, St. Albert School, Shelby County Catholic School and 

Holy Family School (all other parish schools were included with their parish) no matter what 

parish programming you have.  The Church exists to evangelize and our prayer was for those in 

the parish who witness their faith with others. 

 

As we celebrate Catechetical Sunday 2019, please know of our continued support for you and 

your mission.  Thank you for your ministry.   
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